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Synopsis

From the Thinking About Religions series - a series for people aged 16+ which gives a sympathetic
account of the practices and beliefs of the world’s major faiths. Living as we do in a pluralist society
with a wide variety of culture and religion, the study of world religions can no longer be a rapid
survey that does no more than offer the student a slight acquaintance with the historical founder of a
faith together with a knowledge of the more unusual customs and traditions associated with his
followers who are through of as living in some remote part of the world. The religions of the world
are on our doorstep, in the press and on television if not literally in our road. This book (one of a
series) seeks to bring understanding and tolerance in a diverse society, and it is the hope of editor,
authors and publishers that study of this kind will also help the reader to an understanding of his or
her own faith at a deeper level. Islam has a belief in one God whose authority extends to every part
of life. It is a complete way of life, covering personal behaviour, social conventions, literature, art
and politics. Its moral obligations are clear and definite. Those who practise Islam have a strong

feeling of togetherness and a burning desire to do the will of God.
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John B. Taylor was Treasury Under Secretary for International Affairs from 2001 to 2005. A Senior
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